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We aim to improve the situation of those young immigrants in Finland. We try to solve the
problems which they have in different aspects, for instants, in education, multi-culture and
environmental adaptation. During 26.11 and 27.11, Finland plan to hold an education
conference “kasvatus toisin silmin” at Education department in University of Tampere.
Greatwall Ry submits a thesis which based on our own experience and research. It will be
presented on 27.11.
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Greatwall Ry “Promoting native culture for young immigrants- Chinese

children as a study example”
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We collected problems in different aspects of education which Chinese parents wondered
during 19.10-30.10. The Tampere city promised to hold a meeting for Chinese immigrants
and try to answer those questions by face to face interview. They also invite some masters

and experts from schools and education department.

A. School enrollment

1. What is the generic process to apply for a school
(including the primary school, secondary school
and high school)? Should every applicant fill in

the application form online?

2. Can pupil select his favorite secondary school
when he graduates from the primary school? Will the study records a}fect the school
selection/application? In another words, what are the generic requirements to apply
for a secondary school?

3. Can applicants in Nokia, Ylojdrvi, Kangasala, or Pirkkala apply for schools in

Tampere?

4. How to apply for an English school?

5. If our child does not want to study in the school in his own district, can he apply for

schools in other districts or in Tampere downtown? Is it possible for him to apply for the

school in the district which is close to his parents' working place?

6. If our child is not accepted by an English school, does he still have a chance to apply



for the local Finnish primary school? If yes, how to do it?
7. Does the English primary schools plan to enlarge the number of enrollment in the near

future?

B. Study and school related issues

1. What are the characteristics of every secondary and high school in Tampere? How to
find every school's information? How to apply for these schools?

2. Will the mother tongue (Chinese) study be counted as a part of primary school study,

and effect the school application? Can the Chinese language classes provided by the

Tampere city office be arranged in the weekend, which is more convenient to parents to

send and pick their children to the Chinese language lessons.

3. Isita good idea that our local Chinese association, e.g. Greatwall Ry, is involved in

collecting, maintaining, and managing the information of local children's Chinese teaching

and learning process?

4. Is the religious course a compulsory one in high school?

When our child comes to Finland with his parents for a short term, how can he apply for

school? Which school can he apply for?

5. Will the non-Finnish students, as a minority group which might be relatively weak, be

treated the same as local Finnish students? Is there any special way for school to protect

the minority group proactively? In case if our child is complained to be insulted by other

children at school or after school, how should parents to deal with it?

6. What are an effective means for non-Finnish speaking parents to keep close contact

with children's school and their teachers, when the parents meeting and notes from schools

are all in Finnish?

7. If a foreign student (with a permanent visa) gets a position to study abroad, can he get

the same subsides as a Finnish student?
C. School Activities

1. What are the traditional activities organized by every primary, secondary, and high
school? When they are typically organized?
2. Can a foreign student get a position in the local student board? How can he get the

information and participate in such activities?
D. Schooling cost

1. Can our child get the reimbursement of his bus tickets between home and the school?
Can our child get the reimbursement of his bus tickets between home and the hobby
school/club?

2. How does an English daycare (a private daycare) charge the fee? Is there a standard
for the fee charging? How much compensation can a family get from the Kela
Office?
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Greatwall hold an information day to introduce how to establish private companies in
Finland. Also we will offer some explanations about tax and employees in Finland.
Time: 28.11 Saturday 15:00—17:00

Place: Suvantokatu 13 second floor room1
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Before the Christmas, Chinese language group from University of Tampere and Greatwall

Ry hold a Pikkujoulu party together.
Time: 01.12 Tuesday 17: 00-22: 00

Place: Suvantokatu 13 second floor
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Finnish basic education

Basic education is free general education provided for the whole age group (currently
¢. 60,000 children). After completing the basic education syllabus young people have
finished their compulsory schooling. It does not lead to any qualification but gives

eligibility for all upper secondary education and training.



Compulsory schooling starts in the year when children turn seven and ends after the basic

education syllabus has been completed or after ten years.

Basic education is co-financed by local authorities and government

The network of comprehensive schools covers the whole country. Local authorities have a
statutory duty to provide education for children of compulsory school age living in their
areas. The language of instruction is mostly Finnish or Swedish, but also the Sami, Roma

or sign language may be used.

There are around 15,000 school-age children with immigrant background, whose

integration is supported in many ways.

Pupil welfare

Pupil welfare services mean different forms of support to pupils' learning, mental and

physical health and social well-being.

In pre-primary and basic education, pupils are entitled to the welfare services they need to
be able to follow teaching. These include services recorded in the curriculum, health care

under the Public Health Act, and support to child-rearing under the Child Welfare Act.

Special-needs education

A pupil/student who has minor learning or adjustment problems is entitled to remedial

teaching alongside regular education.

A pupil who cannot follow education owing to a disability, illness, delayed development
or some other reason can be admitted or transferred to special-needs education. Whenever
possible, special-needs education is integrated into or given in a special class attached to
regular education. Each pupil with special learning needs has an individual teaching and

learning plan.

Additional basic education

Young people who have completed their compulsory schooling can opt for one extra year.
This voluntary education is intended to help and encourage young people to continue their
studies at the upper secondary level. About three per cent of students avail themselves of

this possibility.

Source:

http://www.minedu.fi/OPM/Koulutus/yleissivistaevae_koulutus/perusopetus/?lang=en



